
Atlantic and southern Indian Oceans (Marchant 

& Higgins 1990). Those breeding colonies 

nearest to Gough are on Bouvetoya and South 

Georgia (Marchant & Higgins 1990), c. 1,800 km 

and 2,500 km distant, respectively. The species 

regularly disperses up to 2,000 km during the 

post-breeding period, although usually with more 

longitudinal than latitudinal movement (Bost et 

al. 2009). Vagrants have been recorded in New 

Zealand and Australia (Marchant & Higgins 

1990), South Africa (Hockey et al. 2005) and 

as far south as 67°S, on Avian Island, Antarctic 

Peninsula (Gorman et al. 2009). Non-breeders 

and failed breeders return to their colonies to 

moult in January-February, whereas breeders 

return later in March to moult (Williams & 

Croxall 1991). Many records of vagrant penguins 

are of birds forced ashore to moult (Hockey et al. 

2005) and the Macaroni Penguin we observed was 

probably one of these cases. 

Acknowledgements 

We thank Peter Ryan, Antje Steinfurth and John Cooper 

for their editorial comments and encouragement. 

Research on Gough Island is supported by the South 

African National Antarctic Programme, via the 

National Research Foundation and Department of 

Environment Affairs, with permission from Tristan s 

Conservation Department. 

References 

Bost, C. A., Thiebot, J. B., Pinaud, D., Cherel, Y. & 

Trathan, P. N. 2009. Where do penguins go during 

the inter-breeding period? Using geolocation 

to track the winter dispersion of the macaroni 

penguin. Biol. Lett. 5: 473-476. 

Gorman, K. B., Erdmann, E. S., Pickering, B. C., 

Horne, P. J., Blum, J. R., Lucas, H. M., Patterson- 

Fraser, D. L. & Fraser, W. R. 2009. A new 

high-latitude record for the macaroni penguin 

(Eudyptes chrysolopbus) at Avian Island, Antarctica. 

Polar Biol. 33: 1155-1158. 

Hagen, Y. 1952. The birds of Tristan da Cunha. Res. 

Norwegian Sci. Exped. Tristan da Cunha 1937- 

1938 20: 1-248. 

Hanel, C., Chown, S. L. & Gaston, K. J. 2005. Gough 

Island—A Natural History. Stellenbosch: Sun Press. 

Hockey, P. A. R., Dean, W. R. J. & Ryan, P. G. (eds.) 

2005. Roberts—Birds of Southern Africa. Seventh 

edn. Cape Town: Trustees of the John Voelcker 

Bird Book Fund. 

Marchant, S. A. & Higgins, P. J. (eds.) 1990. Handbook 

of Australian, New Zealand and Antarctic Birds. Vol. 

1(1). Melbourne: Oxford University Press. 

Ryan, P. (ed.) 2007. Field Guide to the Animals and 

Plants of Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island. 

Newbury: Pisces Publications. 

Williams, T. D. & Croxall, J. P. 1991. Annual variation 

in breeding biology of macaroni penguins, Eudyptes 

chrysolophus, at Bird Island, South Georgia. J. Zool. 

Lond. 223: 189-202. 

Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology, 

University of Cape Town, Rondebosch 7701, South 

Africa, and Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, The 

Lodge, Sandy SG19 2DL, UK. E-mails: marabell20l4@ 

gmail. com, chrisbell@rocketmail. com 

Received 15 November 2013; revision accepted 17 

December 2013. 

Correction to Anderson (2010): First records of eight bird 

species for Eritrea (Bull. ABC 17: 66-70) 

Jason Anderson 

Rectification de Anderson (2010) : Premiere mention de huit especes d’oiseaux pour PEritree (Bull 

ABC 17: 66-70). Anderson (2010) presentait ses observations de l’Erismature maccoa Oxyura maccoa en 

2008-09 comme les premieres pour le pays. L’espece avait toutelois deja ete observee par Kasparek (1998) 

et Zinner (2001). 

In Anderson (2010), I claimed the first records based on seven sightings of birds on reservoirs in 

for Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa in Eritrea the highlands between April 2008 and February 
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2009. I speculated that the species is a recent 

colonist following the construction of reservoirs 

in the country. It has since been brought to my 

attention that I overlooked two previous mentions 

of the presence of Maccoa Duck in Eritrea, firstly 

by Kasparek (1998) and subsequently by Zinner 

(2001). 

Kasparek (1998) in his brief note did not 

provide date(s), location(s) or number(s) of birds 

seen, or indeed any details of his sighting(s). 

Zinner (2001), however, mentioned two sight 

records of single males in June 1999 and February 

2000 at an unspecified site on the ‘Central 

Plateau’ (i.e. highlands) at 2,200-2,400 m. It is 

probable that both records were on reservoirs; 

there are very few natural freshwater lakes in the 

Eritrean highlands. 

Prior to publication, I had consulted Smith 

(1957), Dowsett (1993) and Ash & Atkins 

(2009), none of whom listed previous records of 

the species in Eritrea, despite the fact that Ash 

& Atkins included both Kasparek and Zinner 

in their references. They may have overlooked 

these records or rejected them due to inadequate 

documentation. They mentioned only my five 

records from 2008, which were submitted shortly 

before publication of their atlas, but mistakenly 

stated ‘2-8 birds between Feb and Oct’. In fact 

the five records submitted were of 1-8 birds 

between April and September, as in Anderson 

(2010). 

Ash & Atkins (2009) mentioned that the 

species had been recently discovered in the 

northern Ethiopian province of Tigray by L. J. 

Dijksen. This provides further evidence of its 

range expansion northwards. Breeding has been 

recorded in the north of the species’ range in 

all months (Berruti et al. 2005, 2007, cited in 

BirdLife International 2014); however, due to the 

lack of suitable vegetation for nesting at recently 

dammed reservoirs, it is unlikely that the species 

has yet bred in Eritrea. Maccoa Duck is listed 

as Near Threatened by BirdLife International 

(2014), due to severe declines, up to 50% in the 

last ten years, making this northern extension of 

its range of potential significance for the species 

conservation. 
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